
Dear Year 3 parents, 

 

I hope this letter sees you well and that you and your families had an enjoyable summer. I hope the children 

have enjoyed their first few days in Year 3. I have been incredibly impressed with the maturity of all 

students and how well they have adapted to all the new changes. I am thoroughly looking forward to 

teaching them this year. I wanted to write letter with some updates and alterations in light of the new 

situation.  

Attending in PE kit 

 

Children are to attend school in full PE kit on Tuesday and Thursdays. Please ensure they have suitable 

footwear and dressed appropriately for the falling temperatures. We will try our best to have PE lessons 

outside when the weather permits. 

Communication 

 

On Monday, children will be receiving their new home school diaries. These are a vital source of 

communication between teacher and parent so please keep checking for any updates. I will be placing 

weekly updates sheets to ensure that you are well informed, a signature is required each week to confirm 

that you are receiving these.  Please use these school diaries to communicate any achievements or questions/ 

queries you have. Alternatively, you can Email me: Yr3@st-josephspri.essex.sch.uk where I am contactable 

between Monday- Friday (7.30 – 16.00). 

Reading 

  

In Year 3, children are required to become more independent in their reading. There is an expectation for 

them to read every night, ideally for 5-10 minutes to support their fluency within reading, this may be with 

an adult or on their own silently. Please ask questions about the story, characters and the definitions of 

‘challenging’ words to check understanding, this a crucial element of comprehension skills. If any daily 

reading is completed, please make a record in their home school diaries so I can praise and reward the 

children.  

Book changes 

 

Thank you for returning reading books back into class, they will be quarantined at school for 72 hours. To 

meet current COVID guidelines children will be changing their books once a week. If your child requires a 

book change, please write comment as verification. When the next book changes are available, we can 

supply your child with a new book.  Reading levels will be assessed on a regular basis. As the children’s 

reading develops and they begin to access higher levels, the range of texts to choose from increases and as a 

result it will take longer to complete each level.  

Vocabulary 

  

In Year 3, it is important students focus on increasing their vocabulary. This year we will be using 

vocabulary bookmarks. If students find a word whilst reading that they do not know, they look up the 

definition and write the word and definition on the bookmark. There are incentives in place for those who 

complete the vocabulary bookmark. 

Writing /Homework 

 

We will be practising handwriting within lessons and for those students that require, there will be 

interventions in place. Having the consistency at home through carefully completed homework is extremely 

important. Homework is a method of strengthening and consolidating children’s skills and knowledge. The 



expectation is that all homework will be completed to the high standard with the correct handwriting, 

punctuation and spelling that is required of children in class. 

 

Homework will be distributed on a Friday and due in on Wednesday. Two pieces will be given each week 

(for the first 2 weeks I will be giving one piece of homework to allow children to settle into the new 

routine.) Homework will be placed in a folder which children will receive on Friday 11th September and be 

required back on the 16th of September. Any issues with homework please let me know via email or home 

school diary, which I will address as earliest convenience. 

  

Mathletics and Multiplication tables 

  

Times tables will be set on Friday to be tested the following Friday. This is to build on prior times table 

knowledge and extending to the Year 3 expectations. Year 3 helps prepare students for the new National 

multiplication check that takes place in Year 4. Mathletics usernames and passwords will be given to 

students (stuck in the back of home school diaries) and to be assigned as a part of homework on Fridays. 

  

Spelling, grammar and punctuation 

 

Weekly spellings are set every Friday and children will be tested on them the following Friday 

morning. All the spellings will adhere to a spelling rule for that week. Spelling groups are assessed every 

half term and are dependent on progress and attainment. Please ensure your children are practising spellings 

at home regularly throughout the week. Spelling, grammar and punctuation continue to have a high 

importance in our writing, not only in English but in all subject areas. 

  

Thank you 

 

I hope you find this information useful and that it will enable you to support your child’s learning at home. 

If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to ring to arrange on the phone appointment, contact me via 

email yr-3@st-josephspri.essex.sch.uk or write a message within the home school dairy where I will be 

happy to answer any questions you have. Thank you in advance for your support and encouragement during 

these changes. 

 

I wish you all a warm welcome to Year 3. 

 

All the best, 

 

Miss Leary 
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