
The Diary of Sally Potts 
A London Servant Girl

Sunday 2nd September 1666 

This morning, as I was doing my daily chores I noticed a 

strong smell of burning. I wonder what it could be? 

Monday 3rd September 1666

I was right to be worried about the smell... There is a 

terrible fire raging across London! From the upstairs 

windows, we can hear the shouts and see houses being 

pulled down to stop the fire spreading. What an 

awful tragedy this is! Some servants have 

bravely gone to help fight the fire, taking 

leather buckets with them. 

Mrs Smith (the cook) says that the fire will 

be put out before it reaches us but I am 

not so sure. We are getting the horse and 

cart ready just in case.

Quick Questions
1. What can Sally see from the upstairs windows? 

  

 

2. What do you think the servants are planning to 
do with the leather buckets? 

  

 

3. Can you find an exclamation sentence in the text? 

  

 

4. What do you think will happen to Sally on 
Tuesday? 
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Answers
1. What can Sally see from the upstairs windows? 

houses being pulled down to stop the fire 

spreading

2. What do you think the servants are planning to 
do with the leather buckets? 

Accept any inferential answer based on the text 

e.g. They are going to use the buckets to collect 

water to help put out the fire.

3. Can you find an exclamation sentence in the text? 

What an awful tragedy this is!

4. What do you think will happen to Sally on 
Tuesday? 

Accept any sensible prediction, e.g. I think she 

will travel away from the fire.


