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I am grateful to Canon Peter for providing the following reflection during this difficult time.  

Mrs Ginzler-Maher Executive Headteacher 

 

Reflection 

For many centuries the month of May has been a time, in the Catholic Church, to offer extra 

devotions in honour of Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ, the Mother of God. Why Our Lady 

holds such a special place in our lives is because she was especially chosen and prepared by God, 

at the very moment of her conception, to be the woman who would be able to conceive and bring 

His Son, Jesus Christ, into the world as true man. We praise Mary for what God has done for her, 

she alone merits the title ‘the highest honour of our race’, we thank her for what she has done 

for us and we pray to Mary, talk to her as children talk to their mothers, asking for help, advice, 

encouragement and consolation. 

 

There are countless depictions of the Virgin Mary in art, but unfortunately many portray her as a 

rather dreamy, insipid kind of person. The reality could not be further from the truth. Mary or 

Miriam, the Jewess, comes from the same mould which produced strong, fearless and faith-filled 

women such as Sarah, Abraham’s wife, Rebecca and Rachael the respective wives of Isaac and 

Jacob, Deborah the Judge who accompanied Israel’s army to ensure victory, Jael and Judith who 

both slew commanders of armies opposing Israel, Esther who risked her life to save her people 

from certain death, and countless other Old Testament heroines. 

 

So, despite Mary’s unique privilege of being the Mother of God, she was not immune from the 

limitations of this life. She faced the tiredness of journeying to Bethlehem and a cold welcome on 

arrival; she heard, without flinching, the prophecy from Simeon that her baby would be rejected 

and she would experience intense suffering; she had to flee from the murderous intentions of 

King Herod and shared the uncertainties of refugee life in Egypt; Mary lived a hard, sometimes 

mundane life in the backwater village of Nazareth; she wept on the death of her husband, 

Joseph; she initiated the public ministry of her Son at Cana knowing this would lead ultimately to 

His death, when, at her request, Jesus changed water into wine; she witnessed the growing 

irrational hatred against Christ as He preached and performed miracles; and, standing at the foot 

of the Cross, Mary had to watch her Son’s life drain painfully from Him. 

 

Like us, and particularly in this time of anxiety and uncertainty, Mary had to trust in God, she was 

a woman of faith who did not have all the answers in this life, but now, in heaven, she does. Mary 

was made our Mother by her Son Jesus Christ and so we rightly honour her and wisely ask this 

wise, loving, powerful woman to pray for us, her children. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 

sinners, now, and at the how of our death. Amen. 

Canon Peter Connor OFS 

 

‘nos iter simul’ 
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